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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

TBA Credit Union Awards Four Classroom Improvement Grants 
 

 
Traverse City, MI – TBA Credit Union has recently awarded four classroom improvement grants 
totaling $2,650.00 to local educators at Birch Street Elementary, Kalkaska Middle School, 
Lakeland Elementary, and Willow Hill Elementary. 
 
Erika Corcoran, teacher at Birch Street Elementary school, received $1,000.00 to purchase 
decodable books for first through third grade students to read during their independent reading 
time. The books will allow students to practice reading skills that are taught in the classroom and 
will help build confidence for struggling readers.   
  
Kalkaska Middle School Teacher, Kristina Willis, received $150.00 to fund a set of novels for 
students. Since students can no longer share books between classes, the funds will allow each to 
have their own. The novel is a high-interest and appropriate-readability book for struggling 
readers. 
 
Kip Knight, a teacher at Lakeland Elementary School, was awarded $1,000.00 to help fund the 
school’s Morning Movement, a program that aides in reaching students through exercise. The 
goal of the program is to help students improve their health, ability to learn, and mood through 
exercise. 
 
Rebecca Huggard at Willow Hill Elementary was awarded $500.00 to purchase a variety of 
supports for students that will provide movement while in the classroom. Many students who 
may require movement throughout the day will benefit from the supports and they will aide in 
keeping the students focused. 
 
TBA Credit Union allocates $8,000.00 every calendar year for Classroom Improvement Grants. 
Visit tbacu.com/investedin to see previous years’ grant recipients and to apply. 
 
A $250 million (assets) credit union, TBA Credit Union provides financial services to over 18,000 
members across the State of Michigan. In addition to two branches and a call center located in 
Traverse City, TBA Credit Union members have access to over 30,000 surcharge-free ATMs 
nationwide through the CO-OP Network and over 250 Xtend Shared Branching locations. 
For more information about TBA Credit Union, visit tbacu.com or call 231.946.7090. 
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