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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
TBACU Awards Classroom Improvement Grant to Forest Area Community Schools 

 
Traverse City, MI – On March 16th, TBA Credit Union awarded a Classroom Improvement Grant to 
Forest Area Community Schools’ Music Program. 
 
Since June 2011 Forest Area Community Schools has been rebuilding their music program after it was 
cut due to budget restrictions. During the 2012-2013 school year there was a volunteer program for 
middle school and high school band before and after normal school hours daily. The school was able to 
return limited music opportunities to secondary students only in 2013-2014. For the first time in four 
years, the music program will be offered to all students. The $1,000.00 Classroom Improvement Grant 
will be used in combination with funds raised by Forest Area Music Boosters to purchase a classroom set 
of 50 ukuleles. 
 
"With the generosity of TBACU, our music department can implement and streamline a strong quality 

music curriculum with our 4th grade students,” Brandon Deike, Forest Area Community Schools Music 

Director. “These positive effects will impact our students for many years to come and will contribute to 

the strong quality of education they are receiving at Forest Area Community Schools.  We cannot thank 

TBACU enough for providing us the opportunity to create this atmosphere of excellence." 

Educators within the 5 County Area (Antrim, Benzie, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska and Leelanau) are eligible 
to apply for TBACU’s Classroom Improvement Grants. Those interested in applying should visit 
tbacu.com where they can see past Grant Winners and review the application process. 
 

 A $170 million (assets) credit union, TBACU provides financial services to over 15,000 members 
in Antrim, Benzie, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska, and Leelanau counties. In addition to two branches 
located in Traverse City, there are over 30,000 surcharge-free ATMS made accessible across the 
nation through the COOP Network. 
 

For more information about TBA Credit Union, visit tbacu.com or call 231.946.7090. 
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